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The Pros and Cons of Gun Laws
Pros of gun laws
The gun laws that prohibit the access and use of guns by the public have helped in reducing the number of deaths in the United States. There have been found to be more cases of the mass shooting in the United States. 75% of the mass shooting incidents have been found to be caused by guns that are legally or illegally purchased (Mantel 4). Restricting the legal purchase of firearms will therefore help in reducing the number of mass casualties that occur due to the gun possessions to the public. In some cases, most of the shootings are unintentional. Sometimes mentally ill individuals also have access to firearms and are unable to make rational decisions regarding the use of firearms and therefore end up causing damage to other people. The mass shooting has affected the lives of people, especially the victims of the shooting. Implementing the gun laws will therefore help in reducing such incidents of a mass shooting.
The possession of guns increases the risk of increased cases of violence and therefore increased homicide and suicide. When people are in possession of firearms, they tend to use firearms to solve their conflict with other people and with themselves. Having firearms laws will help reduce the number of guns at the disposal to use by people and reduce the chances of violence. When people are frustrated with one another and the easy accessibility of firearms results in rational decision to make use of the guns to harm themselves and hurt people around them. The risk of homicide for families with guns is 40 times higher than the risk of homicide for individuals who do not use firearms (Price 3). The risk of committing suicide with guns is also high 90 times in families with guns than in families without guns. It is therefore important to regulate the expose of guns to people through the gun laws.
Implementing gun laws is an effective way of reducing accidental injuries caused by the use of guns. In most gun accidents, the accidents are caused by unintentional shooting due to the possession of firearms. According to Lyons (2), with the reduced possession of firearms among citizens, the number of unintentional accidents caused by firearm possession will be reduced. Some of the people in possession of firearms may lack the skills and knowledge to handle the guns safely and, therefore, the risk of causing harm to individuals. Most of the 30% of the unintentional deaths can be prevented by ensuring the fitting of loading indicator and childproof safety locks (Lyons 5). With the gun control laws, safety measures can be implemented to help save lives lost due to accidental injuries.
Cons of gun laws
The implementation of gun control could result in an increase in the black market for guns. Due to the desire for people to own guns, the implementation of firearms laws results in the individuals trying to get access to firearms will opt for illegal ways of acquiring the guns. Some basics principles apply to both legal and illegal gun owners. The creation of gun control results in the creation of legal gun owners to jump through more loops before acquiring firearms (Ladika 10). The more the loops, the more the increase in the illegal ways of acquiring the guns. Through the attempts to acquire firearms, individuals find themselves either stealing the firearms or altering background check information to have access to the firearms. For people who want guns for self-defense, gun control legislation will create separate black market ownership to acquire guns. 
Gun control infringes upon people’s right to self-defence and therefore denies people the sense of safety. The police do not have the ability to protect all people. The implementation of gun control limits the ability of people to protect themselves and their homes and therefore increases levels of fear among the people. People are entitled to the right to self-defense and the right to have access to a way of defending themselves. Therefore, the restriction on guns interferes with the ability of law-abiding citizens to protect themselves against violent criminals. According to Collier (12), most of the individuals who have guns reported feeling safer than individuals who do not own guns. Family members of individuals who own guns also reported feeling safe. 
An increase in gun control is not needed, but instead, the education of people on how to handle guns is more important to help in the prevention of accidental shootings that result in injury or death. All citizens should be taught on the issue of gun safety. Providing more gun education to individuals will help in reducing the incidents of accidents. Mental illness screening should also be conducted on citizens to avoid any massacres. Research shows that an educated, knowledgeable and responsible gun owner is less likely to be involved in firearm accidents of any type. Gun education is among the ways that can be implemented in the saving of lives. The education should not be about teaching whether guns are bad or good but about promoting the safety of the citizens. Therefore, it is important for the government, instead of implementing strict gun control measures, to ensure that the required information is provided to the citizens.  
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